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1959 Wing Monument
erected for 40th
Anniversary
(900m)

The Looped Walk
The looped walk is approximately 5km (3.1 miles) long and
the story is told across seven stop points. Six of these stops
are shelters. Starting at the car park, the walk will bring you
from the entry and orientation point of the Marconi site to the
location of former landmarks such as Marconi’s Condenser
House, Power Station and Social Club, as well as the Cairn
highlighting the landing of Alcock & Brown. Pathways and
timber boardwalks lead you back through a bog landscape of
outstanding beauty.

Stop Point 7 – Jack Willie’s House
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Jack Willie was one of the earliest employees of the Marconi Company. In
1911 he is recorded at this modest house with his wife and 2 daughters aged
8 & 3 years.
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Stop Point 8 – The Power House
This was an important building. All the power for the site was generated
here using local peat and some imported coal. The clerical staff worked at
the east end of the building overlooking the lake.
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Stop Point 9 – The Residential Buildings
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The looped walk will bring you on a fascinating journey, with
each stop point allowing you to visualise the wonders of
Derrigimlagh, both past and present. You will also encounter
a number of art installations celebrating the site’s history
of innovation. Allow 1½- 2 hours to complete the full trail.

Stop Point 10 – The Social Club
The Social Club was where the station personnel relaxed. It had a bar and
a snooker table.

Stop Point 11 – The Receiving House

Stop Point 1 – ‘Photo Op’ backdrop

dR
a il

wa

yL

ine

Inspired by an original photograph, this artist’s impression shows Alcock
& Brown in the railcar of the Marconi Light Railway. Guglielmo Marconi himself
can be seen to the extreme left of the drawing.
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Stop Point 2 – Station Entrance
A 1906 map of the Marconi Station shows an office, a loco shed, and a crane at
this location. It was at this point that the author James Joyce was refused entry
in 1912. This was where the railway began and now only the crane base remains.
Can you find it?
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Stop Point 14 – The Operators Bungalow
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This building was the original residential building and was used by the radio
operators after the engineers bungalow was built.

Stop Point 16 – Limestone Wing Monument
Conceived by Irish pilot, Capt. Jack Kelly-Rogers, in late 1958, and built
by June 1959. The Wing Monument on the hill and the Cairn near the
Condenser House were reputed to align with the spot where Alcock
& Brown landed in 1919.
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Stop Point 15 – “Tony” Morris Fishing
Local engineer A.J. Morris fishing at the “Marconi” Lake.
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The Stop Point 6 – Alcock & Brown Cairn
The white masonry Cairn was built in 1959 to mark the 40th anniversary of the
flight of Alcock & Brown. The Wing Monument on Ballinaboy Hill (Stop Point 16)
was erected at the same time and aligns with the Cairn which marks the landing
site of their modified WW1 World War Vickers Vimy bomber.
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Stop Point 4 – Condenser House Photoscope

Stop Point 5 – Condenser House

Stop Point 12 – The Engineers Bungalow
This building was built in 1911 to house the engineering staff. They had
previously been housed on top of the nearby hill in a bungalow which
became the operators bungalow. Alcock & Brown were photographed
outside this building. Look carefully and you’ll find the remains of the
tennis court.
This building housed the manager of the Power Station and his family.

Old Railw

The site is surrounded by the 511km2 Connemara Bog Complex. Here you will
learn about the abundant flora and fauna to be found in the area, and hear the
sounds of the birds and animals that live here.

The Condenser House was the heart of the station where the transmitter was
housed. Learn more about the condenser, built on-site using 45,000 steel
plates each of15 ft2 / 1.4m2; the disc discharger, and the world’s largest leadacid battery.

This building, despite its modest size, was very important. It was built in
1908 and became the wireless operators hut. All messages were sent and
received here including the news of the arrival of Alcock & Brown. A railway
turntable is visible nearby.

Stop Point 13 – The Manager’s House

Stop Point 3 – Flora and Fauna

This photoscope gives a clear perspective on the scale of the Condenser House. The
proportions of the building are comparable to Donnybrook Bus Garage in Dublin.

This was where the skilled workmen lived. Nearby you can see the remains of a
WW1 hexagonal shaped blockhouse.
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The Cairn / Alcock
& Brown Viewpoint
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